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EDITORIALS. 



The Summer Meeting, 1901, of the American Mathematical Society will 
be held at Cornell University. 

Several Complete sets of the Monthly are wanted. Any reader posses- 
sing a complete set in good condition and desiring to sell it, should write to the 
editor stating the price desired. 

The Monthly is mailed on the 28th of each month, and should reach the 
greater part of its readers within five days after it is mailed. Subscribers should 
notify us promptly of any change of address, or of any failure to receive their 
copies. 

Dr. G. A. Miller has just been awarded the prize of $260. from the Cracow 
Academy of Austria for his work in the Theory of Groups. We rejoice with Dr. 
Miller in this well merited recognition of his work. Dr. Miller is a young math- 
ematician, yet his contributions to The American Journal of Mathematics, The 
Annals of Mathematics, The Messenger of Mathematics, The Proceedings of the 
London Mathematical Society, The Transactions of the American Mathematical So- 
ciety, the Monthly, and many other mathematical journals in both hemispheres, 
are very numerous. 



301 

Preliminary Announcement of the Courses of Study for the Summer Ses- 
sion, 1901, of Cornell University, has just been issued. During the session Dr. 
G. A. Miller will offer courses in Advanced Integral Calculus, History of Math- 
ematics, and Introduction to the Theory of Groups and the Theory of Numbers. 



BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 



Elements of Algebra. By James M. Taylor, A. M., LL. D., Professor of 
Mathematics, Colgate University. 8vo. Half Leather. 461 pages, Boston : 
Allyn & Bacon. 

This book on Algebra is in keeping with the very excellent work on the Elements of 
the Calculus by the same author. Professor Taylor aims in this book at simplicity in 
method of presentation and at a natural and logical sequence in the series of steps which 
lead the student from his arithmetical experiences through his algebra, and in this, I 
think, he has succeeded admirably. Special attention is given to factoring, as it is the 
fundamental principal in the solution of quadratic and higher equations. The student 
who receives his preparatory mathematical training in a book of this character will have 
nothing to unlearn as he advances in his mathematical course. B. F. IT. 

The Elements of Astronomy. By Sir Robert Ball, LL. D., F. R. S., Lown- 
dean Professor of Astronomy and Geometry in the University of Cambridge, and 
formerly Astronomer Royal of Ireland. 8vo. Cloth, viii+183 pages. Price, 80 
cents. London and New York : The Macmillan Co. 

The author, briefly but interestingly, traces the early beginnings of Astronomy in 
the introduction. He then devotes Chapter I. to Diurnal Motion ; Chapter II.. The Sun ; 
Chapter III., The Apparent Motion of the Sun ; Chapter IV., The Moon ; Chapter V., Grav- 
itation ; Chapter VI., Mercury and Venus ; Chapter VTI., Mars: Chapter VIII., The Aster- 
oids; Chapter IX., Jupiter; Chapter X., Saturn; Chapter XI., Uranus and Neptune; 
Chapter XII., Comets; Chapter XIII., Shooting Stars; Chapter XIV., Stars and Nebulae; 
Chapter XV., The Causes Affecting the Apparent Places of the Stars. There are eleven 
excellent plates in addition to numerous diagrams. For a brief, scientific exposition of 
Astronomy, this little book is superior. B. F. F. 

The Principles of Mechanics. An Elementary Exposition for the Students 
of Physics. By Frederick Slate, Professor of Physics in the University of Cali- 
fornia. Parti. 12mo. Cloth, x+299 pages. Price, $1.90. New York : The 
Macmillan Co. 

"The material contained in these chapters has taken on its present form gradually,' by 
a process of recasting, and sifting. The ideas guiding that process have been three: First, 
to select the subject matter with close reference to the needs of college students ; second, 
to bring the instruction into adjustment with the actual stage of their training; and, third, 
to aim continually at treating Mechanics as a system of organized thought, having a clear- 
ly recognizable culture value." — Preface. It is great satisfaction to note the emphasis 
that modern writers on various branches of mathematics are laying on the culture value 
of the study of mathematics. The work before us is one worthy the consideration of 
teachers desiring a first-class text on Mechanics. B F. F. 



